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Good afternoon, everyone, and a very warm welcome to Jersey u3a’s Annual General Meeting. I am delighted to see so many of you here today.
This past year, Jersey u3a has continued to do what it does best: bring people together to learn, share interests, keep both mind and body active, and enjoy each other’s company. If you have ever wondered what makes u3a so special, it is this: curiosity, companionship, and shared experience.
With more than 30 active groups offering a broad mix of educational, creative, social, and enjoyable activities, Jersey u3a truly has something for everyone. 
I was particularly pleased that a States of Jersey Scrutiny Panel invited Jersey u3a to contribute to its review of lifelong learning. The invitation recognised the value of learning in later life and our role in supporting it. Our submission can be viewed on the Jersey u3a website.
Our strength: membership-led groups
One of our greatest strengths is that u3a belongs to its members. Members lead and organise the groups. Whether a group is structured or informal in nature, it succeeds because people contribute — meeting, discussing, playing, walking, listening, watching, exploring, and sharing their interests with others.
Thank you to everyone who makes it happen
I want to thank everyone who has helped make this year such a success, especially our group convenors. Your time, patience, imagination, and steady commitment keep Jersey u3a thriving. Much of this work happens quietly, but it is essential and deeply appreciated.
My thanks also go to the committee — Michael, Nick, Juliette, Judy, and Tom — for their commitment throughout the past twelve months and their willingness to serve again. Judy is standing down, and I would like to give her particular thanks for her contribution and support. And to David our Examiner of Accounts for his continued due diligence.
I am also grateful to everyone who helps with the many small but important tasks that keep things running smoothly, whether making teas and coffees or setting out chairs and tables for group activities. These contributions help create the supportive and welcoming atmosphere we all value.
I personally look forward to our regular coffee mornings. They give us a chance to meet beyond our own groups, catch up with friends and, just as importantly, make new ones. In an island community, this matters. For many members, u3a is not only a place to learn; it is also a place to feel welcome, included and connected. No one should feel alone in Jersey u3a. I am especially pleased to welcome those who have joined us over the past twelve months; we are delighted you are here.
The year ahead: keeping the spirit strong
As we look ahead, I hope every member will feel that Jersey u3a is not something provided for them, but something we build together.
Our challenge for the year ahead is to keep that same spirit strong by supporting existing groups, encouraging new ones, and helping members feel confident about sharing their skills and interests. New groups do not have to be grand, complicated, long term or continuous. Often, they begin with one person thinking, “I enjoy this — maybe others would too.” That willingness to share lies at the heart of u3a. I would especially like to thank Janice and Mark for setting up new groups this year.
I warmly encourage every member to think about how they might contribute to the year ahead. You might serve on the committee, help an existing convenor, offer to host a group meeting, welcome a new member, offer transport to housebound members, help with a social event, or simply invite someone to try a session. These small acts of involvement add up. They keep Jersey u3a lively, friendly, and sustainable.
We are fortunate that u3a remains affordable, flexible, and open. You can take part in as many or as few groups as you like. There is no pressure to be an expert, attend every session, or pass exams. What matters is interest, friendliness, and involvement. Whether you join one session or several, you help Jersey u3a thrive.
Formal AGM business
At today’s AGM, we will conduct the necessary formal business: reports, accounts, and elections. These matters provide the structure and accountability that allow us to run properly.
Closing
So, on behalf of the committee, thank you to all our members for your support, to our convenors for your dedication, and to everyone who helps Jersey u3a remain such a positive and welcoming part of island life.
Let us continue to live out the u3a values: learn, live, and laugh.
Thank you.
Steve Read
Chairman
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