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N E W S L E T T E R
May Edition 2026
Welcome
Hello and welcome to the May edition of the Jersey u3a newsletter. Whether you have been a member for years or recently joined, you will find something here for everyone. Read on for dates, highlights, and ways to get involved. 
Liberation Day – Saturday 9th May
This month carries extra special meaning for many members who lived on the Island during the Occupation and for those whom circumstances forced them to evacuate to mainland UK. We also remember members of our community whom the occupiers forcibly transported to prison camps in Europe.
Liberation Square remains the focal point for Liberation Day: in 1945, crowds watched British forces raise the Union Flag at the Pomme d’Or Hotel. This year, the 81st anniversary ceremony and re-enactment invite us to pause—honouring endurance, remembering those who suffered during the Occupation, and reflecting on what freedom asks of us today—before the day opens into music, familiar faces, and parish celebrations across the Island. Whatever you are doing on this special day I wish you the absolute best.
[image: Coffee And Pastry Stock Photos, Images and Backgrounds for Free Download]Coffee Morning – our monthly get-together takes place on Wednesday 13th May, at the Radisson Blu Hotel, starting at 10.30am in the main lounge. All members are welcome. This is a particularly good opportunity for newer members to meet members of the u3a community. It is always a very relaxed and informal occasion. So, if you are able, please drop in for a coffee and a chat.
[image: ]Talks Group – I wish to take this opportunity to thank Tom Bunting and Donal O’Hagan who organised our interesting and imformative Talks progamme for the first part of the year.  We now take a break until the late summer.  
Our last guest speaker, The Republic of Poland’s Honorary Consul in Jersey, Magdalena Chmielewska added a kind comment on her Facebook page after her recent talk to u3a members, which I quote below -
“It would be hard to just pass by and not mention last week talk about Poland… I was invited by Tom Bunting to speak to a wonderful u3a group and when it comes to Poland, you already know… I could talk about it all day. A full room, thoughtful questions, genuine curiosity I was completely in my world. And I had the pleasure of singing part of our national anthem…  It was an absolute honour to be hosted by such a warm and engaged group. Out of all the hats I wear as Honorary Consul of the Republic of Poland, this part sharing Poland, connecting with people sits right at the very top for me. This is the part I love the most. Grateful, proud, and still smiling thinking about it.”
Groups News 
Global Issues Group – next meet on Tuesday 26th May, to discuss the island of Malta. Did you know! Malta’s prehistoric Megalithic Temples (built roughly 3600–2500 BC) are among the oldest free‑standing stone structures in the world—older than Stonehenge and the Egyptian pyramids. 
We hold meetings at the Old Rectory, St Saviour at 10.30am. If you are interested in attending, please contact Chris Davey (tudordavey@gmail.com).
The programme for the rest of 2026 is, as follows:
Tue 23 June - “Taxation”
Tue 28 July - “Healthcare Worldwide”
Tue 22 Sept - “Iran -- and the IRGC” (tbc)
Tue 27 Oct – (tbc)
Tue 24 Nov: - The Balkans
[image: ]Philosophy & Politics Groups - if you enjoy lively conversation and the chance to explore big ideas in a friendly setting, do come and try one of our Philosophy and Politics Groups. Prior knowledge is not needed — just thoughtful discussion, good listening, and the pleasure of seeing everyday questions from a fresh angle. 
Philosophy Group meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month, at 2.30pm – contact Michael Talibard for more information – michael@talibard.com  
Ethics Group meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month, at 2.30pm – contact Janice Eden for more information- janiceeden45@gmail.com	
Philosophy of the Mind Group meet on 2nd and 4th Monday of the month, at 2.30pm – contact Janice Eden, details above.
Philosophy, Science & Political Thought Group meet on 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month, at 2.30pm – contact Judy O’Sullivan for more information – judyosullivan@hotmail.com
[image: two award badges for u3a matters magazine][image: u3a-logo-dark-blue-in-rgb-for-online-and-digital-use-png | Crouch End ...]u3a Matters Magazine
The Spring Edition of the u3a Matters Magazine recently landed on our doorsteps. The national u3a organization issues it five times a year. It packs in stories about members and u3a activities, plus celebrity interviews and features on technology, recipes, travel, competitions, and a lively and popular letters section. You can also get a screen reader–friendly version of every issue – see the u3a national website for details (under the tab – What we do). If you do not receive a copy and would like to do so, please contact me with your name and postal address.
[image: Lisburn u3a Home - Lisburn U3A]u3a Online
This month, u3a offers a range of interesting online (free) learning events. A few chosen at random include (see the u3a national website for details)–
· “Enormous Numbers and where to find them” – scientists estimate the number of atoms in the universe at 10<80 (1 followed by 80 zeros) – Dr. Richard Elwes will explain it all – Friday 8th May at 2.00pm.
· “The call of the Wild” – polar explorer and expedition leader Alex McNeil will give an illustrated talk drawn from two decades transversing across the Arctic and Antarctica. – Tuesday 12 May at 2.00pm. 
· “Drones, huh? What are they good for?” -Dr Steve Bullock gives his views of the drones and their growing and evolving role in our skies. Friday 29th May at 2.00pm.
[image: What Is an AGM (Annual General Meeting)? | Osome Blog]Annual General Meeting
A prompt reminder to all members: we will hold the 2026 Annual General Meeting of the Jersey u3a on Wednesday 8th July at St Paul’s Community Centre, Dumaresq Street, St Helier, at 3.00pm. Please note this date in your diary. I will send further information to members in due course.
[image: ]Final note
Thank you to all groups’ convenors, volunteers and members who make Jersey u3a such a welcoming and lively community. If you have suggestions for future talks, trips, or activities, please email me at stevejread@icloud.com
Enjoy May, and I look forward to seeing you at some event, group, or activity very soon.
Best Regards
Steve
Chairman
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